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Iconic guitarist went from being
a serious musician to being a
teen idol and then back to being
a serious musician again.

By James Grant, nsfeatures@news-sentinel.com
Thursday, July 28, 2016 10:33 AM

Peter Frampton, who will perform Sunday evening at
Foellinger Theatre, has had quite the varied musical
career.
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biggest triumph, “Frampton Comes Alive!” — a double
live album that was released at the beginning of 1976.

Though major commercial success eluded him previously, everything dramatically changed for Frampton with
the release of “Frampton Comes Alive!” as it spawned three hit singles and sold more than 10 milion copies
worldwide, vaulting Frampton into mega star status.

Despite Frampton once being considered a serious guitarist, the success of “Frampton Comes Alive!” thrust him
into uncharted territory — teen idol of millions of young fans.

TOUCH OF MODERN

With his face plastered on all the leading teen magazines and legions of screaming fans, Frampton began to lose
sight of the direction his career was taking him.

In 1978, Frampton added to his teen idol status by starring, along with 1970s iconic superstars the Bee Gees, in
the ill-fated “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band” movie, which was inspired by The Beatles album of the
same name.

Frampton’s career slowed down after a car accident in the Bahamas in 1978, and while he still continued to record
and release music he could never reach the commercial heights of the mid-1970s, and he seemed to lose his way
musically.

It was David Bowie, an old friend of Frampton’s who was taught art at Beckenham Technical School in England by

Frampton’s father, who helped steer Frampton’s career back toward being taken more seriously as a musician by
inviting Frampton to play guitar on his album “Never Let Me Down” as well as on its accompanying tour in 1997.
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Since then, Frampton has continued to tour and record and has found his musical voice again with the 2006
Grammy-winning album titled “Fingerprints.”

Frampton says his current tour, which is in support of his newest CD release called “Acoustic Classics,” will
feature all the hits and some deep album cuts played as fans expect but also will feature acoustic versions of some
of his classic songs.

While Frampton is known for his intricate electric guitar work, recording his “Acoustic Classics” CD and playing
all acoustic shows has been a rewarding experience for him.

“I never really thought I would do that, but I noticed that a lot of artists were redoing their material but just
redoing it as per the record so they would own the master,” Frampton said in a telephone interview about making
the “Acoustic Classics” CD.

“I’ve never been one for repeating myself as far as doing that kind of thing, so I did notice that a couple of people
had done them acoustically and that appealed to me much more.”
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“I never thought I would do a complete set of acoustic, and I never thought I'd do a complete CD of acoustic.” q
“But the end result was that I really enjoyed it, and it’s 180 degrees different from playing with the band, which I :
love, but I also found that this is another avenue that I really enjoy, too, so it’s the best of both worlds,” Frampton
added.

Having had such a long career in music, Frampton has seen the focus of the music industry change from artists
making money on selling records to artists making more of their living from live performances.

While Frampton has been renowned as a live performer throughout his career, he still has a desire to write and fortwayne.com/coupons
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